1914]       Archduke Charles now Heir to the Throne

me before. I don't know the tendencies of the new Heir-
Apparent. I don't know whether he's warlike or peaceable.
I rather fancy that he's nothing in particular. He's
twenty-seven years old and his intelligence must be rather
limited. They say he drank some years ago. Perhaps he
has pulled himself together under the influence of his wife1
who is said to be charming.

The old Emperor was most distressed but he soon recovered.
He feels himself much more the Master again and seems
pleased at avoiding the scenes he was always having with the
late Archduke. He gives an impression of wishing to educate
his new Heir himself. He isn't jealous of him like he was
of the other. How odd human nature is. But all that can't
make one forget the terrible crime, the savagery with which
it was committed and the incredible lack of foresight in the
police who should be peculiarly well versed in a country so
Htde civilised as Bosnia. The Servian Minister in Vienna is
said to have warned the Ballplatz that a plot was being
hatched in Bosnia against the life of the Archduke. Even
this didn't open their eyes. It scarcely attracted attention. . . .

The causes and effects of this sad event will be discussed
for a long time to come. One must say if the Duchess of
Hohenberg has perished also, innocent as she was, she has
been spared many grievous difficulties.

Kleinitz, 8th July, 1914.

I thin 1c the Prince of Wied has reached his last day in
Albania and that he is going to embark with his family on
an Austrian man-of-war for home. This is the only thing
he can do and I don't believe he will preserve happy memories
of his adventure. How this prince has been badly advised
and ill chosen ! He must be ruined personally and his chil-
1 Zita, Princess of Bourbon Parme, now ex-Empress.
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